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On May 30, Uruguay's major labor federation, the PIT-CNT announced a 24-hour strike scheduled
for June 8, in protest of the government's wage policy. Unions under the PIT-CNT claim a
membership of about 350,000. Meanwhile, labor union leaders and government officials initiated a
series of negotiations to establish agreement on the minimum wage. Last week, the Labor Ministry
said that the government would promulgate long-term minimim wage accords within the "range
of official targets," i.e., real wage increases cannot surpass productivity increases, both recorded
and projected. According to official statistics, the real minimum wage in Uruguay fell almost 90%
during the 12 years of military rule. Since the reinstallation of civilian rule, the government claims
it has increased the real wage by 40%. Union spokespersons concede that wage improvements have
occurred, but that the government has inflated the real increase via manipulation of statistics. The
PIT-CNT is demanding a minimum wage hike to compensate for inflation during the last quarter
plus an additional percentage increase as part of a gradual attempt to bring real wages back to early
1970s levels. (Basic data from AP, 05/30/88)
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